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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2102
February 21, 2012

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

[ hope we can follow up on this issue by phone, but I wanted to make sure you had at your
disposal all the relevant information on behalf of Westfield Barnes Regional Airport regarding
an appeal to move up the scheduled rebuild of runway 2/20.

As you know, Runway 2/20 is the primary runway at the airport. It is over 27 years old and in its
lifespan has seen continuous use which has contributed to significant deterioration and damage.
The runway is currently scheduled for rebuild and repairs in 2015 however the current state and
conditions of the runway prompts consideration that its rebuild be moved to the earliest date
feasible.

The importance of the airport and this particular runway cannot be underscored enough. As you
are aware, Barnes Airport serves two very important purposes, both for civilian aircraft as well
as military aircraft. In addition to the commercial air traffic that the airport serves it also
supports the 104th Fighter wing and the missions of the Air National Guard and F-15C fighter
Jets for the Department of Homeland Security.

Obviously, the impact of a safe, reliable primary runway at the airport is self-evident with
regards to the security mission at Barnes. But it is also important to highlight the importance and
increasingly positive economic impact that the airport is poised to make due to recent
developments. Gulfstream signed an expansion deal with the airport which will create over 100
new jobs and retained 130 more. As the airport continues to grow and thrive in this difficult
economic climate it is imperative that we provide all the tools available to support this
development. Ensuring the safety of the aircraft that land at the airport is one important way to
provide this support.

I look forward to following up with you personally, and appreciate in advance any efforts you
can make to move the date of runway 2/20 repairs at Westfield Barnes Regional Airport using
the Airport Improvement Program or any appropriate funds as early as possible. Thank you for
your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

John F. Kerry ;
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