The Congressional Budget Office:

Guidepost to Republicans and Democrats

For decades, the Congressional Budget Office has been the body that Congress relies on for non-partisan, just-the-facts scoring of the major legislation taken up each year in the United States Congress. 

Below are several remarks from Republicans touting the strengths of CBO scoring:

"CBO's word is the gospel. Congress and the Administration need to get the message,"—Sen. Charles E. Grassley, Iowa Republican, March 20, 2009 LINK
“[CBO] are the independent score keeper.” – Senator Judd Gregg, Republican, March 23, 2010 LINK
“This latest CBO score proves our point.”—Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, Statement on the Senate Floor, March 18, 2010 LINK
“Pence Hails CBO Report on Republican Health Care Bill” – Representative Mike Pence, Republican, November 4, 2009 LINK
“The CBO [is a] a nonpartisan entity responsible for providing Congress with objective and timely analyses to aid in economic and budgetary decisions on the wide array of programs covered by the federal  budget,” Senator Lisa Murkowski, April 18, 2007 LINK
“[T]he true cost estimate as far as Congress is concerned is that of the Congressional Budget Office…We’re required by law to abide by the cost estimates prepared by the Congressional Budget Office” Senator Charles Grassley, July 2004 LINK
“Vitter Touts CBO Study of Coastal Funding Amendment”—Senator David Vitter, Republican, March 17, 2010 LINK
“The newly-released report by the CBO further validates the tough oversight the House has conducted with respect to Reid-Kennedy since it was passed.” House Minority Leader John Boehner, August 22, 2006 LINK 

““The new report released by CBO today confirms the findings of the last 17 annual reports of the Social Security Trustees: Social Security as it is currently structured is insolvent and unsustainable.”—Senator Lindsey Graham, June 14, 2004, LINK 

"With this [CBO] analysis, the Clinton plan is indeed dead,"—Newt Gingrich, February 9, 1994 LINK
"The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office has said the government-run plan won’t reduce costs”—Senator Mike Enzi, September 9, 2009 LINK
“Again, let's go to our nonpartisan entities--the CBO and the Joint Committee on Taxation.” Senator Lisa Murkowski, Remarks on the Senate Floor, December 22, 2009  LINK 

