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October 27, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing in support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s (MassDOT)
application for a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 111
Discretionary Grant to fund the rehabilitation of the Merrimack River Railroad Bridge in
Haverhill, Massachusetts. Improvements to the bridge will benefit the existing intercity service
provided by Amtrak’s Downeaster service, which runs between Portland, ME and Boston’s North
Station. This route is part of the designated Northern New England High-Speed Rail Corridor.

The Merrimack River Railroad Bridge currently has a speed restriction of 15 MPH for passenger
trains and 5 MPH for freight trains. The bridge is a vital link in connecting coastal New
Hampshire and Maine with the Greater Boston area. The route carries five Amtrak Downeaster
trains per day, as well as freight trains and MBTA commuter rail trains. In the near future, the
Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority (NNEPRA) intends to expand Downeaster
service to seven round trips daily. However, given the capacity constraints due to the bridge’s
current condition, MassDOT and the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority would not be
able to accommodate any Downeaster service expansion plans. TIGER funding for the necessary
rehabilitation would therefore allow for restoration of full speed operations over the bridge, help
facilitate the NNEPRAs expansion to seven roundtrip trains per day, as well as remove a major
congestion point along the Amtrak Downeaster route.

As a longtime advocate for both commuter and high-speed passenger rail, I am encouraged by the
prospect of new ridership as a result of the Merrimack River Railroad Bridge rehabilitation.
While TIGER 111 funding would initially update a key piece of infrastructure in the
Commonwealth, it will ultimately relieve congestion on busy streets, connect smaller
communities to major urban areas, reduce emissions, lessen our dependence on foreign oil, spur
economic growth, and create jobs.

[ believe this rehabilitation proposal is an investment in New England’s passenger rail; one that
will pay huge dividends for the region. I thank you for giving this application your most serious

consideration.
ncerely,
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John F. Kerry
United States SJalor
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